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01
Message 
from 
the Founder

1

our vision...



2



02
Our Work 

Malathi, one of our 
best weavers, at her 
loom in Tripuradevi

TRADITIONAL CRAFT AND NATURAL RESOURCE BASED 
LIVELIHOODS
  

RENEWABLE & CLEAN ENERGY
  

WOMEN EMPOWERMENT & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

EDUCATION
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03
Location

Village centres

Tripuradevi
Digoli
Sukna

Dharamgarh
Basti

Chankana
Thanga 

No. of villages 
covered

    42
    21
    13
    10
    06
    16
    09

    

Pine needle 
power plants

Seli 
Bhatijar 

Daangi Gaon 
Bana 
Balta 

Nigrar 
Uttarkashi 
Didihaat 

Chankana 
Simalta 

Tripuradevi

No. of villages 
covered

    
   1
    1
    1
    3
    3
    2
    2
    2
    5
    1
    3

4

AVANI VILLAGE CENTERS AND BIO-ENERGY PROJECTS
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Training 
and 
Workshops

1. Indigo Cultivation training 

2. Refresher training for Indigo Vat 

3. Design Development workshop with Somaiya Kala 
Vidya  
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 4. Street Theatre Training 

  
5. Orientation for Pine needle energy entrepreneurs  

6. Entrepreneur orientation with the women members 
of the Palayan Roko Samuh  
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05
Capacity 
Building

CAPACITY BUILDING OF STAFF

1. Circular Economy Symposium 2019  

2. Capacity building workshop on Digital Marketing  

    
3. Social Impact summit 
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CAPACITY BUILDING OF ARTISANS

    
1. Handloom school training 

2. Natural dyeing training 

3. Artisan Awareness workshop at NIFT Delhi 
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Natural dye training 
at Avani

9

CAPACITY BUILDING FOR POWER PLANT 
OPERATORS

1. Technical training for plant installation & operation 



06
Partnership 
with other 

Organizations

1. Central Sheep wool research Institute (CSWRI) 

2. Asian Heritage Foundation 

3. Centre for Pastoralism (CFP)

4. People’s Science Institute (PSI)

    



5. University of Waterloo (UW) 

   
6. Azim Premji University (APU) 

7. US Green Building Council (USGBC) 
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A weaver hand 
spinning on 
Bageshwari 
Charkha at Avani’s 
Dharamgarh centre
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Marketing 
and Branding
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Participation in exhibitions 

•  International Folk Art 
Market (IFAM)  at  Santa Fe

    

• 

ever Biennale on Natural Dyes- organized by the National 
Silk Museum in Hangzhou, China. 

    

• 
‘Knowledge Summit’ 

held in Lyon, France

    

• 
Naturals for the International Conference on Natural Dyes 

    
• 
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AVANI EARTHCRAFT
 
Reviving Traditions, 
Empowering Women  
and Regenerating 
Wastelands & Forests
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Preserving 
Traditional 

Craft through 
Contemporary 

Textiles

• 

• 

• 

• 

 
• 
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Sorting the 
raw wool

Sorting and 
Carding the 
raw wool at 
Tripuradevi 
centre 
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09
Natural Dyes 

Initiative

• 

Kamala Khati, a valued 
member of our dyeing 
team, with indigo dyed 
yarn
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10
Himalayan 
Indigo 
Initiative

daily!

 

Avani Himalayan Blue, 
produced in the Kumaon 
Himalayas
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Indigo harvesting in 
progress in Digoli
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The Homecoming:

 Sarojini Devi, 
Weaver from 
Digoli Village

to the oppressiveness this relationship held for the 

it all. 
Sarojini Devi presents 
her design inspiration at 
the end of the ‘design 
development workshop’

22



BIO-ENERGY 
PROGRAM                                                                                                  
Clean renewable 
energy from pine 
needles for ecology 
and rural economy
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12
Bio-Energy 

Initiative

  

Highlights

• 

• 

• 
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• 

planned installations. 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Pictures after completing 
the installation at the 
25 kW Power plant in 
village Balta (Almora)

Pictures after completing 
the installation at the 
25 kW Power plant in 
village Pauri (Uttar Kashi)

26



13
Needle Networks: 
Palayan Roko 
Samuh, SHG 
setting up a 
pine needle 
power plant, 
Balta Village

 

Members of the Palayan 
Roko Samuh before 
signing the agreement for 
setting up the plant
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COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT

Thinking Together, 
Thinking Ahead
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Springshed 
Development in 
the Villages

  

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

issues.

Audience for the 
Nukkad Natak 
performance on 
Spring revival at 
Village Bana
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Self Help
Groups

• 

• 

• 
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EDUCATION
Educating 
the Hearts
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• 

• 

   
• 

• 

• 

• 

Student at 
the Abhivyakti 
School

16
Education
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Our Campus

• 

• 

• 

Spotted at the 
campus
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• 

year.

• 

• 

• 

this year.
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Collaborating 

Institutes

36
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OUR FUNDING 
AGENCIES

19
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National Mission on Himalayan 
Studies
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The General 
and Governing 

Body    
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The General Body The Governing Body

President

Secretary

Treasurer

Member

Member

Member

Member
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Summerized 
Financial Results 
(2019-20)
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